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PASTORAL 

PONDERINGS 
Dear Friends in Two Rock and 

Tomales, 
 

From June 23 through 28, Carl 

and I spent six days at Zephyr 

Point Presbyterian Conference 

Center at Lake Tahoe. This was a 

time of continuing education for 

me; the week’s focus was on good 

stewardship of the earth.  

We each had two classes every 

morning: I took “Earth-based 

Judaism” taught by Rabbi George 

Gittleman of Santa Rosa, who 

helped us explore what the Old 

Testament teaches about creation 

and its creatures;  followed by 

“Earth Consciousness in the Life 

and Teachings of Jesus”, taught 

by Rev. Beverly Brewster, a 

fellow pastor from San Anselmo. 

As we deal with droughts and 

wildfires, with tropical storms and 

floods, with melting glaciers and 

warming oceans,  I hope to share 

with you what I learned from 

Scripture about God’s good 

creation, of which we are meant to 

be good stewards. There are some 

books and articles that direct our 

attention to what the Bible 

teaches, or implies, about our 

natural environment; let’s study 

that together! 

For now, may we enjoy God’s 

beautiful creation and resolve to 

treat it with deep appreciation and 

profound gratitude. 

Happy summer to all of you, 

 Pastor Cornelia  

 

Everyone is invited to 
 

Pastor Cornelia’s and 

Carl’s Open House 
 

Saturday, July 13, 1:30 to 4:30 

834 Stillson Drive in Petaluma 
 

Please come for a visit 

and afternoon treats 

 

THANK YOU’s 
A big thank-you to everyone who 

helped with Abelskiver Breakfast 

on Mother’s Day. Cliff Stroke and 

Carl Carter took the lead with 

organizing the event, and the men 

of both congregations prepared and 

served this delicious meal. Thank 

you also to everyone who 

purchased a breakfast: your 

donations help us meet emergency 

needs in our community and are 

very much appreciated! 
 

Many thanks to everyone who 

brought a special dessert for the 

reception after Joe Turner’s 

Memorial Service. We are 

especially grateful to the Two Rock 

deacons, who coordinated things 

with Joe’s family, as a way to 

remember a dearly loved member 

and leader of our church. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who made 

our joint worship and BBQ picnic 

on June 30 so successful! We 

enjoyed the combined congregation 

and choir, the many dishes at the 

potluck afterwards, and the burgers 

and hot dogs prepared on the BBQ. 

This was a wonderful way to 

celebrate the week of July 4th and 

the shared ministry of Tomales and 

Two Rock Presbyterian Churches. 

 

JOYS TO SHARE 

Congratulations to Two Rock 

Church member Maria Martens, 

who celebrated her 85th birthday on 

May 24th with a happy family 

gathering. 

Maria was born in 1934 in 

Bredstedt, Schleswig-Holstein, the 

northern-most state of Germany, as 

the oldest child of Sophie and Paul 

Holthusen. She was raised in the 

small town of Drelsdorf on the 

family farm, together with her 

younger brother Volquart.  

Maria went to school in Drelsdorf 

for four years, then attended middle 

and high school in the larger town 

of Bredstedt. After she graduated in 

1951, she was part of an exchange 

program designed for German 

youth from farming communities. 

Thus Maria spent the 1951-52 

academic year as a high school 

senior in a small town in upstate 

New York, just north of Albany.  

Since she had studied English for 

six years in school, Maria was quite 

fluent and able to enjoy her year of 

studying abroad and being in a  new 

environment. 

When Maria returned to Drelsdorf 

in 1952, she attended a trade school, 

trained for doing office work, and 

found a job nearby. In 1955, her 

mother’s brother John Mahrt came 

from Two Rock, California, to visit 

his sister’s family in Drelsdorf. 
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Uncle John told Maria that, if she 

wanted to come to Two Rock, he 

would pay her ticket right then 

and there, as long as she would 

pay him back. It was a deal! 

Maria arrived in Two Rock in 

1955, stayed with her uncle John, 

his wife Vivian, and their children 

Margaret (Todt) and David. She 

soon found a job at American 

Trust Bank in Santa Rosa, plus a 

room to rent; but she would 

always  spend  weekends with 

aunt Vivian, uncle John, and her 

cousins in Two Rock. 

On New Year’s Eve 1955, Maria 

met Jack Martens at the Hermann 

Sons Hall in Petaluma. The two 

courted, were engaged, and 

married in May 1956; Maria’s 

aunt and uncle organized the 

wedding and hosted the reception 

for the young couple. 

During the first few years of their 

marriage, Maria kept working at 

the bank. For a while, Jack 

worked on the chicken ranch that 

the couple established; later he 

would drive milk trucks and drive 

for McPhail’s. Soon, the couple’s 

children Christopher, Kim, and 

Jackie were born. In 1963, when 

Jackie was less than a year old, 

the family moved to their house in 

Cotati; to this day, it has remained 

the family home. 

In 1974, when the children were 

in their teens, Maria took a job at 

Exchange Bank in Cotati. She 

enjoyed serving the public, 

dealing with financial  

transactions in her conscientious 

and detail-oriented way, and 

working near her home. Maria 

stayed in that position for 30 

years, until she retired in 2004.  

For years, Maria was part of 

Penngrove Community Church, 

but found her way to Two Rock 

Presbyterian Church in 1990. She 

served as an elder, as financial 

secretary, and on the Pastor 

Nominating Committee.  She is also 

active with the quilters and in adult 

study groups. 

Maria always loves to travel. She 

has been to lots of interesting 

places, in the US, in Germany, and 

beyond. She frequently goes on 

DayTripping Tours, either on one- 

day outings to nearby destinations 

or on longer trips further afield. 

God bless you, Maria, on your 

special birthday, and may there be 

many more traveling adventures in 

your future. 

On June 9, Pentecost Sunday, the 

congregation in Two Rock 

witnessed a double baptism: that of 

14-month-old Ashlynn Jane 

Carrington and of 11-month-old 

Dexter Timothy Smith, both 

grandchildren of Two Rock 

members Patti and Bruce 

Carrington.  

Ashlynn lives in Coeur D’Alene, 

Idaho, with her parents Mark and 

Allison Carrington and big brother 

John. Dexter lives in Sausalito with 

his parents Matthew and Kirstin 

Smith and big brother Jack, who 

frequently comes to worship with 

his grandparents. It was wonderful 

to welcome Dexter and Ashlynn 

into the family of faith and to meet 

so many members of Patti’s and 

Bruce’s family.  

A special thank-you to the deacons 

for a lovely reception afterwards, 

including lots of home-baked 

cupcakes.  What a happy Sunday it 

was, what double joy! 

 
Carl and Helen Graham’s 70th 

wedding anniversary will be on 

July 31. The couple was married in 

1949, when Helen was 18 and Carl 

was a young Marine of 20. Since 

Two Rock Presbyterian Church had 

burnt to the ground on July 9th, 

Helen and Carl were married at the 

Methodist Church in Petaluma. The 

wedding reception was held at the 

Petaluma Women’s Club. 

Helen was the youngest of the four 

Boysen children and had grown up 

on her parents’ chicken ranch on 

Pepper Road. After graduating from 

Petaluma High School, she was 

living and working in San 

Francisco. Carl, from Kansas City, 

MO, was stationed at the Marine 

Supply Base in San Francisco; the 

two met on a blind date.  

After Carl had completed his 

service with the Marines, the couple 

moved to the Boysen family ranch 

in Two Rock. All three of their 

children were born in the Bay area, 

son Ken, daughter Judy, and son 

Don. In 1956, the family moved to 

Kansas City, to live near Carl’s 

family. There Carl worked with his 

uncle as a carpenter and joined the 

trade union. Each summer, Helen, 

Carl and their three children would 

return to Two Rock for a visit. In 

1960, it became apparent that 

Helen’s parents needed help on the 
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ranch, and in 1961 the Graham 

family moved back to Two Rock 

for good. Carl quickly found work 

as a carpenter in Sonoma and 

Marin counties. 

In 1971, Helen started Graham’s 

Country Crafts. She had been an 

instructor for an adult education 

program in Petaluma, and it 

became clear that the students 

needed more space and more 

supplies.  Helen’s shop would 

provide all this, though it took 

some doing to get the ranch 

property zoned for a family 

business. Carl renovated the big 

barn for classroom and shop space 

while continuing his full-time 

work as a carpenter, and Helen 

attended Santa Rosa Junior 

College to earn a certificate in 

Adult Education. Generations of 

people from Two Rock, Petaluma 

and beyond have taken classes 

and purchased supplies at the 

Crafts Store. 

Carl and Helen cherish their 

family and enjoy being with their 

three children, five grandchildren, 

and ten great-grandchildren. In 

years past, they cared lovingly for 

Helen’s parents on the ranch. 

When Carl’s mother Fay Graham 

moved to Two Rock in 2002, the 

family cared for her as well. For 

two years, Fay lived with Helen’s 

and Carl’s daughter Judy and her 

husband Darryl, then in a care 

home until she died in 2011 at the 

age of 104. During those years, 

Carl visited his mother almost 

every day. Recently, Carl’s and 

Helen’s grandson Jeffrey also 

lived on the ranch with them.  

The couple continue to be active 

in the Two Rock community. Carl 

is a board member of Two Rock 

Volunteer Fire Department; and 

both Helen and Carl are members 

of Two Rock Church. Carl served 

the congregation as a trustee for 

five terms and tackled lots of 

building projects; and he still sings 

in the choir on Sunday mornings. 

Carl and Helen have traveled quite 

a bit, first because of Carl’s service 

with the Marines, then to spend 

time with Carl’s family in Missouri.  

Later Helen would attend craft 

shows in Indianapolis, Los Angeles, 

Chicago, and St. Louis. The couple 

also enjoyed various cruises: to 

Alaska, to the Mediterranean, from 

Florence  to London, and in 

Germany.  Those were times to get 

away, relax and enjoy new sites. 

At the end of June, the couple had a 

combined celebration for Carl’s 90th 

birthday, which was on May 29th, 

and their 70th anniversary. 

Congratulations, Helen and Carl, on 

70 years of marriage; may God 

continue to bless you in the years to 

come! 

Beula and Jim Williams will 

celebrate their 70th wedding 

anniversary on August 28! The 

couple was married in Salem, OR, 

in 1949, when they were both 19 

years old. 

Jim and Beula were born one day 

apart in the same hospital in Salem, 

OR, on June 26 and 27, 1930. Beula 

came from a family with three girls 

who lived in Salem; Jim was an 

only child who grew up on his 

grandparents’ farm and moved into 

town in 8th grade. The couple met as 

juniors in high school during a 

chemistry class; they were dating 

seriously by the time they were high 

school seniors. 

After they graduated high school in 

1948, Jim went to a forestry camp 

for the summer, then enrolled at 

Willamette University. Beula 

worked at the local hospital caring 

for newborns. The couple married 

and moved to Santa Rosa the 

following year, so that Jim could 

attend Santa Rosa Junior College. 

The cost of living was significantly 

lower in Santa Rosa than in Salem: 

the couple found housing for $ 27 

per month! Jim went to school and 

worked part-time, while Beula 

worked at the new Sears Roebuck 

Store. 

A year later, Jim transferred to UC 

Berkeley, and the couple moved 

again.  Beula worked for the 

telephone company; Jim pursued 

his studies and held a part-time job; 

and in the spring of 1952, he 

graduated with a bachelor’s degree 

in merchandising.  He went to work 

for the Emporium in merchandising 

and general business.  

Early in 1952, Beula’s and Jim’s 

first son, Daniel, was born. Over the 

next six years, three more sons 

joined the family, Tom, Brian and 

Andrew, followed later by daughter 

Brenda. In those years, the family 

lived in the East Bay and Jim was 

manager of the Walnut Creek 

Emporium.  

In 1960, the Williams family moved 

to Petaluma after a family friend 

persuaded them to be partners in a 

new clothing store in town. They 

opened the Village Shop, which 

became a popular place to buy 

clothes. Sadly, it burned down in 

1987. They also owned Calico Cat 

at Coddington Mall and the Apple 

Box in Petaluma. Beula and Jim 

managed these stores, went on 

many  buying trips, and sold a lot of 

clothing and gift items to Petaluma 

families. During that time, the 
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Williams family lived on Park 

Avenue, off Bodega Blvd; then on 

I Street.  

When daughter Brenda wanted to 

have her own horse, Beula made a 

visit to eastern Oregon where her 

sister had connections to horse 

breeders. But when Beula 

returned, she had bought four 

llamas instead! So in 1975, Beula 

and Jim bought property in Valley 

Ford: a house built in 1848, an old 

barn, and 17 acres for the llamas 

to graze. The property needed lots 

of care, and the family completely 

renovated the house. They 

became breeders of llamas and 

showed them in many setting all 

over the country. This involved a 

lot of travel, including a trip to 

Peru to purchase items for the 

gifts store that Beula and Jim 

opened in the barn, selling things 

related to llamas 

When the Williams family lived 

in Petaluma, they were active at 

First Presbyterian Church; Jim 

and Beula were particularly 

involved with the youth group 

while their children were growing 

up. After they moved to Valley 

Ford, they joined Two Rock 

Presbyterian Church in 1978. 

They were instrumental in 

starting the Abelskiver Breakfast 

as a way to raise funds for 

emergency needs in the 

community; Jim also served as an 

elder for twelve years; and Beula 

was a big part of the quilting and  

knitting group. 

Eventually the couple moved to a 

smaller home in Valley Ford with 

fewer llamas, then moved back to 

Petaluma  in 2017. They love their 

five children, nine grandchildren 

and seven great-grandchildren; 

they continue to  worship in Two 

Rock; and they enjoy being part 

of the Village Network of 

Petaluma. 

Congratulations on your 70th 

wedding anniversary, Beula and 

Jim; may God surround you with  

many blessings in the coming years. 

WORSHIP  
 

Please join us 

for Sunday worship 

Two Rock at 9:30am 

Tomales at 11am 
 

† From July into September, our 

summer sermons will focus on the 

Book of the Twelve.  We will 

explore the writings of the twelve 

minor prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos, 

Obediah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 

Habakkuk, Zepheniah, Haggai, 

Zechariah, and Malachi. Please join 

us as we hear these prophets lament 

the suffering and injustice they see 

all around and at the same time 

plead for God’s righteous judgment 

and redemption. 
 

† While Pastor Cornelia and Carl 

Carter are on vacation in New York, 

Massachusetts, and North Carolina, 

please welcome our guest preachers  

July 28: the Rev. Linda Powers 

August 4: the Rev. Charles Ensley 

August11: the Rev. Linda Powers 
 

† Kay Fish, who has directed our 

joint hand bell choir for the last two 

years, invites everyone to consider 

ringing hand bells! It’s fun, it’s a 

group activity for bell lovers, and it 

can be done even by people who 

think that they cannot carry a tune. 

Contact Kay at 707-696-6145. 

 

† Bob Heyman is playing his hand 

pans at Two Rock Church about 

once a quarter, and many people are 

fascinated by his instrument and his 

skill. Bob will play again during 

worship on September 15; do join 

us for that! 
 

Joseph Samuel Turner 
April 20, 1924  - May 21, 2019 

“… a wise man 

who built his house on a rock” 
Matthew 7:24 

 

 

EDUCATION & 

LEARNING 

☺  On Saturday, May 11, seventh 

graders Elizabeth Young and 

Mary Briggs performed the 

national anthem at the Giants 

game.  Members of the Petaluma Jr. 

High band & choir, and of  

Kenilworth Junior High band 

performed together. Mary was one 

of the nine choir members singing 

and Elizabeth was with the band, 

playing clarinet. This special event 

was arranged  and sponsored by the 

Petaluma Educational Foundation.  
 

☺ On Sunday, June 2, we celebrated 

the end of the school year. Most 

notably, Mickey Graves of Dillon 

Beach finished preschool, while 

Jonathan Knudsen graduated 

from Tomales High School. 

Congratulations to all our children 

and youth on their accomplishments 

during this past school year. 
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☺At the Sonoma-Marin County 

Fair in Petaluma, Mary Briggs 

exhibited photographs and 

showed six rabbits. Brothers 

Collin and Luke McClelland 

each exhibited a woodworking 

project; Collin also showed two 

heifers and Luke showed two 

rabbits.  
 

☺ Tomales Scout leader Tim 

Graves invites local families to 

apply for the Cub Scout program 

for 2019-2020.  He writes “Cub 

Scouts is a fun and engaging 

program that allows youth to 

explore their world, be active 

leaders in their community, and 

learn invaluable skills to prepare 

them for life.” You may contact 

Tim at 707-992-5019. 

 

MISSION & 

OUTREACH 
† The fellowship hall of Tomales 

Church will be used on 

Wednesday evenings for an ESL 

class taught by Mattie Ivy Leeds. 

Usually this class meets at 

Tomales Elementary School.  Yet 

since the school is closed over the 

summer months, this group of 

English language learners is glad 

to meet at the church. 
 

† Do purchase some school 

supplies for Two Rock and 

Tomales Elementary Schools! 

The need is great for paper items 

(printer paper, construction paper, 

binder paper, note books), 

writing implements  (pencils & 

erasers, pens, markers, water 

colors), scissors, tape and glue;  

tissue, paper towels, hand 

wipes, band aids; and also 

healthy granola bars.  Please 

bring these school supplies to 

church in July; we will bring them 

to the school offices. 
 

† From  September 21 to 28, Pedal 

for Protein 2019 will offer a seven-

day, 379-mile ride  from Orick to 

Santa Rosa. The one-day ride in 

Santa Rosa will happen on 

September 28; with the option to 

ride for 5, 15 or 40 miles.   

P4P is a fabulous fundraiser for 

food pantries within Presbytery of 

the Redwoods. In 2018, our riders 

and the congregations that 

supported them raised $53,568; for 

a total of $197,972 raised over five 

years since P4P began in 2014. The 

fundraising goal for 2019 is $ 

60,000.  

Tomales member Mary Spragens 

will again do the one-day ride  on 

September 28. Please support her 

and other riders during the month of 

August, when we will have special 

P4P jars in our fellowship halls for 

donations of cash or checks. On 

August 25, Tomales Church will 

also have a sale of Fair Trade items, 

hosted by the P4P team, with all 

proceeds supporting the riders and 

their fundraising efforts.  
 

† Mark your calendars: The 73rd 

annual Two Rock Harvest 

Festival is planned for Saturday, 

September 28, from 10 am to 3 

pm. Two Rock Church looks 

forward to hosting the community: 

they will offer hand-made quilts 

and other hand-crafted item; home-

baked and home-canned goods; 

fresh local produce and flowers; 

unique silent auction items and fun 

raffle items; a place to pet animals 

brought in by our local 4 H group; 

live mellow folk music and 

spirituals; and of course the popular 

chicken BBQ with our famous 

potato salad, plus beans, tomatoes, 

lemonade and dessert. Please join 

us for this happy and important 

fundraiser!   

 

 

PROPERTY & 

FINANCE 
*  It has been a joy to watch the Two 

Rock church garden grow! The 

raised flower beds that wrap around 

the sanctuary are almost finished 

and have been planted with flowers 

and succulents. Part of the grassy 

area has been replaced by drought-

resistant ground cover, and at the 

beginning of June, three crepe 

myrtle trees were planted  along the 

front of the church. Many thanks to 

all volunteers, especially Sue and 

Brent Russell, Bruce Farrington, 

David Coe, Lonnie Wernstrum and 

Kathy Murphy; and to Paul Lewis, 

Ben Visser and Peter Karoitamana, 

who helped prepare the ground! 
 

*On May 6, 7 and 8, five Cypress 

trees were removed from the 

Tomales cemetery. These trees had 

either fallen during the winter 

storms or were leaning heavily and 

seemed in danger of falling. The 

Tomales elders are relieved that this 

safety measure was taken before 

anyone was hurt. 
 

*At the beginning of June, a back 

flow prevention device was 

installed at the corner of Bodega 

Ave and Spring Hill Road. This was 

done at the request of the Coast 

Guard Station, which supplies 

water to both Two Rock Church and 

Two Rock School. May this safety 

valve serve our two institutions for 

many years to come! 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Please support the Annual Pancake 

Breakfasts on Sunday July 14 for  

either Two Rock Volunteer Fire 

Dept. at 7618 Valley Ford Rd, from 

7:30 to noon or Tomales Volunteer 

Fire Co. at Tomales Town Hall 

from 7:30am until noon.  
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     “ All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
                                                                All things wise and wonderful, the Lord God made them all.”  
             

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                               
                                                                                              
 

 

July 13: Open House at Pastor Cornelia and Carl Carter’s house, from 1:30 to 4pm. 

Please join us for a relaxed afternoon. There may be chocolate. 

 

 

 


