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PASTORAL 

PONDERINGS 
Dear Friends in Two Rock and 

Tomales, 
 

“Will there be Trunk-or-Treat?” 

On October 29 and 30, I received 

several emails and texts asking 

that question, and I was happy to 

respond with a resounding “yes”. 

The electricity was back on at 

Two Rock Church as of October 

29, and anyway, how much light 

does one need to go trunk-or-

treating? We definitely did not 

want to disappoint the children, 

who were already missing 

Halloween activities because of 

the school closures; and besides, 

what would I do with three 90 oz 

bags of candy? Much better to 

have trunk-or-treat and give them 

away!  
 

The fires that broke out on 

October 23 near Geyserville have 

certainly posed huge challenges 

for the people of Sonoma and 

Marin Counties. The first group 

of evacuees from  the Geyserville 

area was followed by successive 

waves of people driving south 

from Healdsburg, Windsor, parts 

of north Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, 

and the west county. Entire 

communities lost their electricity, 

which meant no light, no heat, no 

communication and, for rural 

areas using wells with pumps, no 

water. On October 27, both 

Tomales and Two Rock Valley 

Presbyterian Churches had to 

cancel worship because of the lack 

of electricity, and, as the Sonoma 

County Sheriff told me around 8:30 

am on Sunday morning, because 

Two Rock was now part of the 

evacuation zone. And what a sight, 

seemingly endless lines of cars 

driving past Two Rock Church 

towards Petaluma and Hwy 101. 
 

Throughout those days filled with 

haze and smoke and fearful images 

of rapidly burning fires, two verses 

from Scripture kept coming to my 

mind: “Bear one another’s burdens 

and so fulfill the law of Christ” and 

“everyone must carry their own 

load” (Galatians 6:2, 5). Clearly, 

some of us had a harder load to bear 

than others: several of our families 

had to evacuate their homes for 

days; many people lost power and 

sat in houses that were cold and 

dark; those with lung ailments 

struggled with asthma or developed 

bronchitis; those with children 

faced schools that were closed; 

others were unable to be at work 

and lost some of their income. 

 

At the same time, we did try to bear 

one another’s burdens: we reached 

out to immediate family to find out 

if everyone was accounted for; we 

sheltered relatives and friends who 

had to leave their homes; we 

donated blankets and sleeping mats 

to evacuation sites; we brought food 

and volunteered our time where 

help was needed; we stayed in touch 

and assured one another that we 

would get through this, that God 

would see us through this. 
 

As I write this newsletter, I am 

relieved that I could connect with 

many of you via email, phone, or 

text and find out that everyone was 

safe. I am grateful to Liz Mitchell, 

Rob Campbell, Mel Todt, and 

David Coe who let people know on 

Sunday morning that worship was 

cancelled. I am glad for our 

community of faith in Tomales and 

Two Rock where people pray 

together and bear one another’s 

burdens. Most of all, I am thankful 

that God is with us in Jesus Christ, 

even in the midst of fires; that our 

Lord seeks to deliver us from all 

harm; and that the Spirit nudges us 

to create Halloween joy for our 

children, no matter what. 

            God bless you all,  

                      Pastor Cornelia  

 

 

one hour on 

Sunday, November 3 
 

 

mailto:trtompc@aol.com
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THANK YOUs 

Many thanks to everyone who 

helped make Two Rock 

Church’s 73rd annual Harvest 

Festival a success! We had a 

lovely day for our festival on 

September 28, with lots of 

friends and neighbors buying 

tickets for the raffle, purchasing 

local produce and home-baked 

goods, selecting colorful quilts 

and hand-crafted wares, bidding 

on silent auction items, enjoying 

delicious BBQ chicken with 

potato salad, even petting rabbits 

shown by our local 4H youth and 

listening to live music. It was a 

wonderful family and community 

event and a good fundraiser for 

Two Rock Church. 

 

 

Many thanks to the deacons of 

Tomales Church for hosting a 

lovely reception on October 5 

after the Memorial and Committal 

Services for Victor Henigan.  We 

are grateful for your care for our 

congregation and community, and 

for your kindness towards anyone 

in need. 
 

On October 16, Tomales member 

Fred Lawson presented a lecture 

at Tomales Church on the 

“Continuing Crisis in the 

Persian Gulf: Understanding 

Conflict between the United 

Stated and Iran”, followed by a 

time for questions. Fred is an expert 

in this field: he is Professor of 

Government Emeritus, Mills 

College, and a Past President of the 

Society for Gulf Arab Studies. He is 

also the author of Global Security 

Watch Syria (2013) and 

Constructing International 

Relations in the Middle East (2006). 

A lively group of people from 

Tomales, Dillon Beach, Fallon, and 

Bodega Bay came to listen to Fred’s 

lecture and greatly appreciated his 

scholarship, balanced presentation, 

and insight.  

This was the first presentation of the    

“Tomales Global Information 

Forum”. Lectures in this series will 

be offered a couple of times a year. 

 

JOYS TO SHARE 

Happy 89th birthday to Two Rock 

member Mary Matthias! Mary was 

born in Petaluma on October 8, 

1930, across from where Pinky’s 

Pizza is located now; though in 

those days, that was ranch and dairy 

land and beautiful orchards out in 

the country. 

Mary’s father hailed from Tomales 

and was part of the Larsen family, 

while her mother came from 

Missouri; the two had met at a 

railroad station in Missouri when a 

group of veterans from WW I were 

transported back home. The couple 

was married in 1923, lived in 

Tomales, then in Missouri, and 

settled in Petaluma in 1936.  

Mary had one older sister, Ruby, a 

younger sister Esther and a little 

brother, Hans. Mary went to 

Cinnabar Elementary School, then 

to Petaluma Junior High and High 

School. She graduated high school 

in the spring of 1949. 

In December 1949, she married 

Edward Matthias, who was also 

born and raised in Petaluma. The 

couple has four children: Donna, 

Wayne, Paul, and Alan; nine 

grandchildren, and one great-

grandchild.  

In 1952, Mary and Ed moved into 

their own home on the eastside of 

Petaluma; they raised their family 

there and made lots of memories. 

Sadly, Ed passed away in 1992, 

after the couple had been married 

for 42 years. Mary continued to live 

in the house on Cortez Drive until 

she sold it recently; it had been the 

family home for 65 years! 

While the children were young, 

Mary stayed home to raise her 

family. She remained a home maker 

for many years but would also do 

babysitting for other families and 

take in ironing. In 1988, after all the 

children had left home, she began 

working part time the in Paperback 

Bookstore of Petaluma, a positions 

that she would have for 28 years. 

Mary has been part of the Two 

Rock congregation for many years 

and still comes to the Coffee and 

Craft Group on Tuesday mornings. 

She enjoys the company of these 

friends and the embroidery she 

does. And she still is an avid reader.  

God bless you with health and joy, 

Mary, as you begin the 90th year of 

your life. Congratulations! 
 

Congratulations to Mary Jo and 

John Jacobs, who celebrated 

their 65th wedding anniversary 

on October 15.  

Both Mary Jo and John were born 

and raised in Petaluma: John’s 

parents were immigrants from the 

isle of Föhr, Germany, who had a 

chicken business on Skillman Lane, 

while  Mary Jo’s family  had a 

chicken ranch on Purvine Road. 

The couple met through the chicken 

industry in September 1953, after 

both had graduated from high 

school. They went together for a 

year and enjoyed many dinner 

dates. They were married in 

October 1954 in the Methodist 

Church in Petaluma by Rev. 
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Marshall Hodges, then pastor of 

Two Rock Church. 

Mary Jo and John moved to the 

ranch  where John had been raised 

and where they have now lived 

together for 65 years. They have 

five children, Cathleen,  Jan, 

Karen, Michael, and Randy; five 

grandchildren, and a great-

grandchild who is expected next 

February. 

John worked at McNear 

Company for 32 years. He always 

kept chickens and would deliver 

eggs until quite recently. Each 

year John planted a big garden 

with lots of tomatoes, pumpkins, 

potatoes, beans, and other 

vegetables. He also liked to fish 

and hunt, and Mary Jo would 

prepare whatever John had caught 

and harvested. 

Mary Jo herself was a bookkeeper 

for 28 years, with several 

accounts in her charge. When the 

children were young, she served 

as a 4 H leader. She also 

volunteered at Petaluma Museum 

and at Kaiser Hospital, about 10 

years at each place. She loves to 

do needlepoint and has 

embroidered many special pieces, 

including 18 Christmas Stockings 

for her family.  

John and Mary Jo liked to travel 

and  did a lot of camping when the 

children were growing up.  The 

couple has also  visited England, 

Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Alaska, 

Canada, and most of the US. 

For October 15, son Michael 

brought Mary Jo and John a 

special dinner, and the other 

children stopped by all week to 

visit with their parents and share 

more happy times. May God 

continue to bless this couple and 

surround them with loving 

support from family and friends. 

 

 

WORSHIP  
 

Please join us      

For Sunday Worship     

In Tomales at 

9:30 am & In Two Rock at 

11:00 am 

 

Many thanks to our joint Hand Bell 

Choir under the direction of Kay 

Fish! They rang in Two Rock on 

October 13 and in Tomales on  

October 20, playing the introit and 

the anthem, and also ringing along 

with two congregational hymns. 

We are grateful for the talent and 

dedication of the bell choir, and we 

all love hearing the hand bells and 

melody chimes. What a marvelous 

musical treat! 
 

On October 20, the Choir of First 

Presbyterian Church of Concord 

worshipped with the congregation 

in Two Rock. Just back from their 

annual retreat in Bodega Bay, they 

sang a lively anthem and a heart-

warming offertory. Afterwards they 

joined the congregation for 

fellowship time and a luncheon. 

Many thanks to the 18 singers and 

their choir director, Andrew 

Cardismenos. See you next year in 

Tomales! 
 

Below are worship highlights for 

November and December: 

November 3: All Saints Sunday, 

with worship in our sanctuaries and 

in our cemeteries, including the 

placing of flowers on graves  

November 10: Bob Heyman will 

play hand pans in Tomales during 

morning worship; we will also 

remember the Veterans in our 

churches and communities 

November 24: Thanksgiving 

Sunday, with the Rev. Kitty Lum as 

our guest preacher while Pastor 

Cornelia and Carl Carter visit 

family in the UK 

December 1: First Sunday of 

Advent. This year, we note the 

300th anniversary of the hymn “Joy 

to the World”, which was written in 

1719. “Joy to the World” will also 

be our theme for this Advent season 

December 8: Christmas Pageant 

during morning worship and the  

singing of many Christmas Carols  

December 15: Bob Heyman will 

play hand pans in Two Rock during 

morning worship 

December 15: Choir Concert in 

Two Rock at 3:00 pm, featuring 

special Christmas music under the 

direction of Kay Fish 

December 22: Christmas Sunday 

during morning worship in both 

churches 

December 22: Festive Candle Light 

Service in Two Rock at 7:00 pm, 

with a joyful reception afterwards 

Please join us for worship during 

this special time of year, when we 

give thanks and celebrate the 

coming of God into our lives, 

through  Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

 

                  Victor Gene Henigan 
 

                 June 3, 1928 – Sept. 10,                              

2019 
 

How lovely is your dwelling place, 

           O LORD of hosts!  

My soul longs, indeed it faints 

         for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh sing for joy 

         to the living God. 
Psalm 84:1-2 

 

† Some words for reflection and  

prayer during this season: 

I pray for the grace to be who I am 

today, 

to be where I am today, 

to be with the people whom God 

has placed in my life today: 

without judgment, 

without resentment, 

without expectation.  
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In loving acceptance, 

in trusting anticipation, 

in faith-filled hope, 

may I savor the gift of today. 

Amen. 

Fr. Keith LaBove  (1955-2019)  

 

EDUCATION & 

LEARNING 

☺  On Tuesday, September 10, 

Tomales Sunday school 

teachers Amanda Graves and 

Liz Mitchell, plus Pastor 

Cornelia, met at Tomales Church 

to clean out the Sunday school 

room.  

As you can imagine, lots of 

markers, paint, glue, and other 

craft supplies had accumulated 

over months, even years. It was 

great to sort out things that are no 

longer need. We removed a desk 

and two chairs, and we also have 

less stuff in our cupboards and 

fewer books on our shelves. What 

we chose to keep is better 

organized and more easily 

accessible. Plus, we have space 

for new items that we may want to 

acquire; our children have more 

room to play; and we are able to 

give some storage space to our 

Tomales Cub Scout Troop 123. 

Many thanks to all involved for 

tackling this job together! 
 

☺ Thank you to everyone who 

participated in this year’s Trunk-

or-Treat event on October 30. 

The parking lot of Two Rock 

Church was filled with cars that had 

lots of candy in their trunks, and 

filled with children eager to collect 

their treats. This event was a respite 

from the Kincade fire, the smoke, 

electrical outages, and school 

closures; it was a happy community 

gathering, and we needed that! 

Thank you, everyone. 

 

Many thanks also to members of the 

Tomales congregation who 

handed out candy to children in 

Tomales on October 31, as part of 

the food pantry that was held at 

Tomales Church. Everyone was 

glad to receive candy bars and other 

treats for Halloween.  
 

☺ This fall’s Adult Study Group 

meets at Two Rock Church on 

Monday afternoons from October 

14 to November 18.  Our theme is 

“Speaking our Faith, Speaking 

our Truth”, based on passages from 

1 Peter 3:15-16 and Luke 21:13-15. 

We shared lively discussions about 

how we can respond faithfully to 

current issues and concerns; and we 

remembered that beneath different 

approaches and perspectives lies the 

common ground of our shared faith 

and of the truth we hold in Christ. 

 

MISSION & 

OUTREACH 
Since we had no church services on 

October 27th, we did not have our 

usual dedication of stewardship 

pledges for the coming year. 

Therefore we now urge everyone to 

bring their pledge slip to church 

on an upcoming Sunday or mail it 

to the church office.  This will help 

greatly with planning the budget for 

2020: your financial secretary and 

session members will be grateful! 
 

All through November, the 

Tomales congregation will  collect 

gift items for the Holiday Bazaar 

that the PTA of Tomales 

Elementary School organizes each 

year. Please bring new or gently 

used items that students can give to 

their parents, grandparents, and 

siblings: special dishes and vases, 

tools  and ties, toys and books, 

jewelry and scarves, etc. We will 

deliver everything you donate to the 

school office on Tuesday, 

December 3.  

Also, Tomales Presbyterian 

Church will again contribute $ 

250 to the Holiday Food-and-Gift 

Program of West Marin 

Community Services. This 

program benefits many families 

who live along the coast, including 

in Tomales. 
 

Two Rock Church is working 

closely with Two Rock school to 

provide Thanksgiving meals for 

some school children and their 

families. Church members are 

invited to bring turkeys, stuffing 

mixes, vegetables, potatoes, gravy, 

etc., so that  families in need can 

cook a good meal for Thanksgiving.  

Beginning on December 1, the Two 

Rock congregation will have its 

Giving Tree / Angel Tree in the 

fellowship hall. Please take a tag 

with a child’s age and gender or 

with a teacher’s request for school 

supplies; then bring the wrapped 

and tagged gift back to church.  

Two Rock Church is also reaching 

out to the Coast Guard Base to 

prepare gifts for those service 

members who are not able to go 

home over the holidays. Please 

speak with Kathy Stroke, Nan 

Leavell, and Pat Huber to find out 

how you can help. 

May all these gifts bring extra 

Christmas joy to families and 

individuals in our communities. 
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PROPERTY & 

FINANCE 
After Labor Day weekend, work 

resumed at Two Rock Church to 

complete the landscaping 

around the patio area. Under the 

direction of Sue Russell, two new 

planters were built between the 

patio and the parking lot; and 

David Coe spent considerable 

time guiding watering lines 

through rock and concrete. 

Planted with native shrubs and 

flowers, the entire front of the 

church looks well-cared for, 

colorful, and welcoming.  In the 

next few weeks, we will finish 

planting the existing flower bed 

between patio and sanctuary. 

Thank you, Sue and David, Bruce 

Carrington and Brent Russell, and 

other helpers; what a lovely 

church garden is emerging! 

 

On October 22, Rob Campbell, 

Fred Lawson, and Carl Carter met 

at Tomales Presbyterian 

Church to re-install one of the 

protective plexiglass windows. 

Two such windows had been 

designed and built by elder Kip 

Spragens, but one had to be 

removed recently so that a glass 

pane could be repaired. Now that 

the second plexiglass window  has 

been re-installed, we are all set for 

the rainy season. Thank you, Rob, 

Fred, and Carl. 

 

 
 
 

CHURCH CARE & 

FELLOWSHIP 

The Mother-Daughter-Friends 

luncheon is an annual event that 

ushers in the season of Advent and 

Christmas, and it is always held on 

the first Saturday of December. So 

this year, Joetta Furrer and her 

mother Lea Ray Schultz invite the 

women of both churches to come to 

the fellowship hall of Two Rock  

Church on December 7, shortly 

before noon. Please bring a dish to 

share and lend a hand with setting 

out food and coffee. The potluck 

luncheon begins at 12:00;  may this 

be a happy beginning to a joyous 

Christmas season. 

 

NOMINATING 

COMMITTEE______ 
This is the time of year when the 

nominating committees of our 

churches meet to identify new 

leaders for our two congregations: 

elders who will become members of 

the session, the governing board of 

each church; deacons who serve the 

people through ministries of caring 

and compassion; and financial 

secretaries who keep track of our 

donations. 

Tomales Church is looking for one 

new session member and one new 

deacon. Its nominating committee 

is chaired by elder Sharon Knudsen; 

she will be working with one 

deacon and with members-at-large  

Gary Foster and Eric Knudsen. 

Two Rock Church needs two or 

three new deacons and two elders. 

Its nominating committee is chaired 

by elder Kathy Stroke  and will 

include a second elder, one deacon, 

and Sue Russell, Bruce Carrington, 

Mary Lynn Visser, and Carl 

Graham as at-large members  

Many thanks to these two 

committees for meeting and 

discerning whom they might invite 

to lead our congregations into the 

future. And if you are asked to 

become a church officers, please 

ponder and pray about this request, 

and consider saying “yes!”  

 

PRESBYTERY NEWS 
 

† Over 40 riders participated in the 

6th annual Pedal for Protein ride 

from Orick to Santa Rosa on 

September 22 through 28. Tomales 

elder Mary Spragens did the one-

day ride through the Santa Rosa 

area on September 28. Riders, 

churches, and friends have raised 

approximately $30,000 this year; 

and more money continues to come 

in. You can still give to  

http://www.PedalforProtein.com or 

mail a check to Redwoods 

Presbytery, 1226A Salvador 

Avenue, Napa, CA  94558, with  

P4P on the memo line. Everything 

you donate will directly benefit 

local food pantries. Thank you! 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

The Tomales Food Pantry will be 

held at Tomales Presbyterian 

Church on Thursday, October 31 

and on Thursday, November 7. 

We need extra hands on those days, 

so if you can help with set-up or 

clean-up, please join us! And 

remember: the pantry is open and 

free to all who need food. 

 

 

http://www.pedalforprotein.com/
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     “ Joy to the world, the Lord has come, let Earth receive her King. 
                                                    Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing” 
              Isaac Watts, 1719  
 

                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                               
                                                                                    
 
 

 
All Saints Sunday: Nov 3 

Thanksgiving Sunday: Nov 24 

Mother-Daughter-Friends luncheon Two Rock: Dec 7 

Children’s Christmas Pageant: Dec 8 

Choir Concert, Two Rock: Dec 15 

Candle Light Service, Two Rock: Dec 22 

 


