
Rom. 6:12   Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your 

mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions.  13 No longer 

present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but 

present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 

from death to life, and present your members to God as 

instruments of righteousness.  14 For sin will have no dominion 

over you, since you are not under law but under grace.  

Rom. 6:15   What then? Should we sin because we are not 

under law but under grace? By no means!  16 Do you not know 

that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you 

are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads 

to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  17 But 

thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have 

become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to 

which you were entrusted,  18 and that you, having been set free 

from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  19 I am 

speaking in human terms because of your natural limitations. 

For just as you once presented your members as slaves to 

impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present 

your members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification.  

Rom. 6:20   When you were slaves of sin, you were free in 

regard to righteousness.  21 So what advantage did you then get 

from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of 

those things is death.  22 But now that you have been freed from 

sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you get is 

sanctification. The end is eternal life.  23 For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 

 

Matt. 10:40   “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and 

whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.  41 

Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will 

receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous 

person in the name of a righteous person will receive the 

reward of the righteous;  42 and whoever gives even a cup of 

cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a 

disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 

Sent out to serve: Accepting and extending hospitality  

in the name of Christ’s  
 

During this season after Pentecost, we continue to ask: what 

does it means to be sent out by our Lord Jesus Christ, sent out 

to serve? We noted in previous weeks that the need for laborers 

in God’s reign is great, and that we do not have to be afraid to 

follow Jesus’ call, even when there are challenges and conflicts 

because of the gospel. 

Today, instead of focusing on the cost of discipleship and on 

the trials of those who are sent out as apostles, our Epistles and 

Gospel readings emphasize the joy of relationship and 

hospitality, and the grace of righteousness and sanctification as 

the rewards for those who proclaim and embody God’s reign 

among us.  
 

The joy of relationship and hospitality is what the evangelist 

Matthew lifts up in the brief gospel reading today. Just look at 

all the ties and connections that are mentioned in those three 

verses, which are relationships human and Divine. Do you not 

know, Jesus seems to be asking each of us, that when you serve 

and labor in my name, you serve and labor in the name of the 

One who sent me? Do we always remember that the One who 

sent our Lord into the world, the Creator of the Universe, now 

sends us  in Christ’s name? We can be apostles to our own 

communities because we are servants of God and disciples of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Be there are also close relationships among the disciples, 

within the body of Christ, within the family of faith.  The 



evangelist Matthew mentions prophets, righteous ones, and 

little one within the early church, probably referring to the 

various offices and roles that people would have had. 

“Prophets” man have been itinerant preachers, “righteous ones” 

the leaders of a local house church, and “little ones” all the 

ordinary members of such churches and faith communities [see 

also Zechariah 13:7 where that phrase refers to the people of 

God in general; and perhaps it is used in contrast to “rabbi”, 

which means “my great one”].  Today those relationships 

would include all the members and friends of our 

congregations and their extended family; deacons and elders as 

officers ordained for special task within the church; plus 

pastors who serve churches and other clergy who serve in 

special ministries. All this provides a  network of support and 

service within a Presbytery and the wider Denomination across 

the country; and it provides a network of connections wherever 

Christians live and worship all around the world. 

We know the joy of these relationships in Christ; we do like 

seeing each other and being together, even now for zoom 

worship and for special events on a Sunday afternoon. Our 

relationship with Jesus, with the One who sent him, and with 

all in the body of Christ: that brings joy and is its own reward.  
 

But those relationships and connections are not just social ties. 

The apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans reminds us that we 

are bound together in a much deeper way. 

A series of profound questions emerge from our Epistle lesson 

for today: What exercises dominion over us (Rom 6:12, 

basileuo), what or who rules our lives (Rom 6:14, kyrieuo), by 

what are we bound, what or whom are we under, what do we 

obey (Romans 6:16, cf. Latin ob-audire = to hear in the 

direction of, to listen in the direction of, to obey), where does 

our loyalty lie? The starkest metaphor that the apostle Paul 

uses, which is an image of his own day and age: to whom or 

what are we enslaved?  

And then the Paul talks about sin, which he loves to do 

throughout his writings! “Sin” is used 10 times in this passage, 

referring to things that are not good and not quite right, 

referring to human brokenness, to problems with individual 

relationships, to injustice that can be found in the very 

structures of society, and to offenses against God’s religious 

and moral laws.  What does it help you, where does it get you, 

the apostle Paul asks us, when you hang onto instruments of 

wickedness or unrighteousness (Romans 6:13, adikia), when 

you are slaves to impurity and greater and greater iniquity 

Romans 6:19)?  Don’t you know —here is another implied 

question— what wickedness and iniquity do to a family, to a 

church, to a society? And Paul replies to those questions, posed 

in his own time and ours, with his usual bluntness: the end of 

those things is death (Romans 6:21)! We might paraphrase this 

by saying, the end of wickedness, unrighteousness, and iniquity 

is death and destruction, and we have seen that starkly in the 

death of George Floyd on Memorial Day and in some of the 

events that followed. 

And we don’t want that, it profits us nothing as a society, in 

fact, we may be ashamed of some of the things done in our 

communities in our name (see Romans 6:21).  And then the 

apostle Paul makes a strong and unequivocal statement that 

goes to the very heart of our religious faith and our ethical 

convictions: do what is right and good, because pursuing and 

embodying righteousness in our lives leads to sanctification, 

(Romans 6:19), leads to lives that are holy, that belong to God. 

That should be our goal in life, our aim and purpose as a 

community of faith and as a society: “…freed from sin and 

enslaved to God, the advantage you get [from living in justice 



and righteousness] is sanctification. The end is eternal life.” 

(Romans 6:22), 

So being obedient to God’s law of justice and righteousness is 

what really binds us together as Christians, as churches, as 

congregations; the apostle Paul states that in so many words, 

and we know it to be true deep in our souls. In Christ, we can 

be free from what is wrong and unjust, in Christ we can be 

liberated from structures that oppress and system that enslave 

people, in Christ we can accept the free grace of God to leave 

behind sin and brokenness and live towards righteousness, 

sanctification, eternal life. That is what really binds us together 

as Christians, and that is its own reward for all who are sent out 

to serve in Christ’s name. 
 

It can be intimidating to encounter the ethical, moral, and 

religious finger-wagging of the apostle Paul, and we may 

wonder: how exactly can we embody God’s righteousness in 

our lives? What do we say and do to show God’s forgiveness, 

justice, and grace? When we look again at today’s gospel 

lesson, the answer is simple: Our Lord Jesus speaks about 

welcome and hospitality. The word “welcome” (“to receive” in 

Greek) is used six times in these three verses: welcoming 

disciples and apostles, welcoming preachers, welcoming 

church leaders, welcoming each and every church member and 

friend, welcoming all.  

We ourselves are already part of a relationships with God and 

of welcome by our faith communities, and we are simply asked 

to extend that welcome to others. The image that Jesus uses is a 

cup of cold water, a welcomed relief on a hot day in Galilee, 

Samaria, Judea.  We would probably offer a cup of coffee and 

a cupcake or some home-baked cookies. —And btw, many 

thanks to Virginia Campbell of Tomales Church for the great 

variety of cookies she baked for our Father’s Day cookie give-

away; and a big thank-you also to Carol McClarnon and 

Brooke Studwell, who did the same for Two Rock Church; and 

Carl and I baked a little, too.— We know about welcome and 

hospitality, we know about caring for one another, we know 

about including our visitors. 

For this season in our lives, for this day and age, may we also 

consider what hospitality might mean when it comes to 

receiving the vulnerable stranger, the immigrant, the homeless 

person, the young people demonstrating for BlackLivesMatter? 

It doesn’t matter if such folks ever enters our church building; 

but it does matter how we think about them and if we consider 

these “little ones” also to be God’s cherished children. How do 

we receive what they bring to us in terms of different 

experiences and different perspectives?  How do we welcome 

them and perhaps the new ideas that they might offer? 
 

We have already been welcomed by our glorious God for the 

sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are already part of a loving 

and supportive network of people in our congregation and the 

wider church community. The apostle Paul reminds us to lean 

into and live into the grace and justice of God; and our Lord 

Jesus Christ calls us to welcome everyone and to offer simple 

hospitality to all whom we encounter.  We have been given that 

cup of living water, to quench the thirst of our souls; may we 

now share it freely wherever we go as disciples of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


