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Words of Welcome 

       We give thanks for Christ’s light 

As the seasons change, the smell of sharpened pencils 
is wafting in the hallways at Tomales and Two Rock 
Elementary Schools as students and teachers start the 
year afresh, armed with congregational donations of 
sturdy notebooks and neon highlighters. The quilters 
are busy “tying up loose ends” on their colorfully 
handsewn creations for the Harvest Festival with the 
assurance of keeping toes warm when the chill returns 
to the air. The bells can be heard on weekday 
evenings in the sanctuary as the ringers ready their 
wrists for our fall concert in the cooler month of 
November.  

As the summer months come to a close, it is time to 
peer down the long, dusty road and envision what the 
promise of 
the future 
holds. The 

joint Pastor Nominating Committee of our “yoked” 
congregations has begun to embark in the 
discernment process and hard work of defining 
what your congregations are hoping for in your 
next permanent pastor. Prayers are lifted up that 
just the right minister is seeking a special, loving 
and faithful place to land right here in this bucolic 
setting.  

God is at work in these churches, imbuing the 
Divine Spirit into the work that we do, ensuring 
that the living Christ is present in this little corner 
of the world.   

Thanksgiving for Light   

We give thanks to you, O God, creator and ruler of 
the universe. You made the lights of the heavens: 
the sun in the day to brighten and warm the earth; the moon at night, and countless stars! 
You gave us these lights as signs for seasons, days, months, and years. Then in the fulness of 
time you sent Jesus Christ to be the light of the world, the morning star that never fades. Let 
your light illumine our lives and enlighten our path, until we may rest in perpetual light; 
through Christ our Lord and in the communion of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. – from PC(USA) Daily Prayer app, 8/17/22  

With joy and thanksgiving,  
Rev. Brook Scott, Temporary Pastor 

“Listen to your life. See it for the 
fathomless mystery that it is. In 
the boredom and the pain of it no 
less than the excitement and the 

gladness: touch, taste, smell your 
way to the holy and hidden heart 
of it because in the last analysis 
all moments are key moments, 

and life itself is grace.”  

— Frederick Buechner, the famed author, theologian, 
and ordained Presbyterian minister, who passed 
away in Vermont on August 15

th
 at age 96. May 

he rest in God’s peace.  



What’s happening 

Two Rock Valley Presbyterian Church 75th Annual Harvest Festival 
Saturday, September 24th, 2022, 10:00 am to 3:00 pm 

BBQ, 11:00-2:00 
 

 BBQ Chicken dinner includes homemade potato salad, 
beans, roll, dessert, and beverage $16.00. 

 Please pre-order your take-out-only meal by visiting our 
website at https://tworockvalleypresbyterianchurch.org . 
We would appreciate receiving your order by September 9th. 

 Colorful Quilts in all sizes created by the Two Rock Church 
Quilting Group, plus lovely handmade craft items 

 Delicious home-baked goods, safely pre-packaged, home-canned jams, and 
jellies 

 Drawing with unique prizes. Tickets are $2.00 each. (No need to be present for 
drawing). 

 Silent Auction with fun and interesting items, gift cards and certificates 

This is always an enjoyable church and community event, and a wonderful opportunity to be with 
family, friends, and neighbors. We look forward to sharing the day with you.  

Please contact Kathy McCullough-Stroke 707-971-9598 or Mary Lynn Visser at 707-364-5875 if you can 
help with donations, volunteering on the day of the event; in the kitchen, preparing chicken dinners, 
set-up or clean up.       —Many thanks and blessings,The Two Rock Harvest Festival Committee 

Fall into Music  
A Benefit Concert for  

the Tomales Church Historic Building Maintenance Fund  

Saturday, November 5th in the afternoon — Tomales Presbyterian Church 

IT WAS SO MUCH FUN LAST TIME, WE’RE GOING TO DO IT AGAIN!  

The joint churches will hold a “Fall into Music” concert for the entire community at the 
Tomales Church, the afternoon of Saturday, November 5th.  

A wide variety of musical entertainment, including some of our favorites, like the Joint 
Handbell Choir, and some new talent as well. A fun event for family and the entire 
community. 

A good-will donation of $20 is suggested, with a wine and cheese reception to follow in 
the Fellowship Hall. 

This is a joint effort, with musicians from both churches and the community, so bring a 
friend or neighbor. Proceeds will benefit the Tomales Church Historic Building 
Maintenance Fund. We must take care of our 154 year old church!  



Pedal for Protein (P4P) is a group ride sponsored by the Presbytery of the Redwoods, 
Hunger Task Force based in Napa, California. Pedal for Protein raised over $60,000 in 
2021. In its first eight years, riders have raised collectively $352,000!  

The 9th Annual 5-day fundraising ride will take place from 
September 11 - 15, 2022.  The 276-mile tour starts and ends in 
Arcata, CA, and includes day rides from Bayside Community 
Presbyterian Church (Bayside CPC). Riders will enjoy riding 
through the majestic Redwoods, fertile valleys, and farmlands of 
Humboldt County. Registration for the 5-day ride is $400 
(minimum fundraising of $500) and includes a custom jersey and 
either of the 1-day rides on 9/24.   

Can't commit to the entire 5-day tour?  Pick-a-Day ride 
registration allows you to pick which days you ride.   Register for 
one or more days for a fee of $100/day (minimum fundraising of 
$100/day), and add the custom jersey for $70.   

• Sept 11 - Bayside CPC to Big Lagoon County Park Loop (60 miles) 

• Sept 12 - Bayside CPC to Chezem Road Loop (50 miles) 

• Sept 13 - Bayside CPC to Fieldbrook/Korbel Loop (49 miles) 

• Sept 14 - Bayside CPC to Eureka PC/Butler Valley Loop (57 miles) 

• Sept 15 - Eureka PC to Bayside CPC via Scotia/Fortuna (60 miles) 
 

A family "Fun Ride", hosted by the First Presbyterian Church in Petaluma(939 B Street) is 
planned for Saturday, Sept 24th from 9:00 - 1:00. A 13-mile ride for $35 and a 29-mile 
ride for $65 are being offered. Registration for either ride includes a water bottle and 
lunch. A custom jersey for $70 may be added during registration. The 29-mile ride will 
leave the church at 9:00 a.m., and the 13-mile ride will follow at 10:00 a.m. Please plan to 
arrive at least 1/2 hour prior to departure. 

Funds provide protein food to where it 
is needed most. All funds raised are 
donated to Northern California Food 
Banks for local food pantries and one 
international hunger relief project. 
Your participation will help many 
grassroots food pantries that are 
struggling to provide quality protein 
food such as canned tuna, peanut 
butter, canned beans, yogurt, eggs 
and more to hungry families, seniors 
and children along the Northern 
California Coast from the Golden Gate 

Bridge to Crescent City, including Napa, Solano and Lake Counties.  

Register and Donate at www.pedalforprotein.com 



My Yoke is Easy, My Burden is Light 
         by Rev. Brook Scott 

WE ARE COMING UP ON NEARLY 70 YEARS OF BEING “YOKED” CHURCHES! On 

September 13th, we will celebrate 69 years of our shared mission as the 

body of Christ in this small corner of west Marin and rural parts of 

Petaluma northward.  

The joining of these two congregations into 

one yoked church made each stronger. The 

same mission continues today through the 

sharing of one pastor for both churches, along 

with a shared church secretary, treasurer and 

some joint ministry activities. As yoked 

congregations, we share one another’s 

burdens in good times and in bad. When one 

is weak, the other is strong. More importantly, 

together, we are made even stronger, like we 

are with Jesus, who helps carry the load with 

us. I am reminded of Jesus words "Come to me, all you that are 

weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and 

learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 

my yoke is easy, and my burden is light (Matt 11:29-30).”  

A while back Bruce Carrington from the Two 
Rock Church was asked if he would build three 

cabinets for the hallway in Tomales. The pandemic and the lack of materials and 
skyrocketing prices delayed the project for a while. Thankfully the cabinets were 
completed and turned over to Eric Knudsen for painting. After the painting was 
completed, Bruce Carrington, with the help of Eric Knudsen and Rob Campbell 
installed the cabinets. They look like they have always been there! We give much 
appreciation to Bruce for his craftsmanship and his willingness to help us out. Thank 
you also to Eric and Rob for assisting in the installation! 

New cabinets in Tomales 



Jilliam Haslam grew up 
in the sort of poverty 

that we here in America can’t always fathom, though we have 
unhoused and hungry people —including 
children, in our midst. Jillian grew up in 
the slums of Calcutta. Hungry every day 
and very often homeless, Jillian witnessed 
two of her young siblings die from 
malnutrition. For some time her family 
called the space under an outside 
stairwell, home. Hundreds of people 
shared a single latrine and water source. 
Jillian’s family were Anglo-Indians, and, 
after India gained independence from 
Britain in 1947, were considered the lowest in society. They 

were often harassed and 
discriminated against due to 
their Christian faith and British 
heritage. 

In her book, A Voice Out of 
Poverty, the Power to Achieve 
Through Adversity, Jillian 
Haslam candidly shares her 
early life experiences and how 
she pushed through her 
hunger, fright, and poverty to 
achieve in school, learn a trade, 
and as a young woman, enter a 
path that would take her into 
the world of banking. Her 
attachment and compassion for 
those still living in poverty in 
India continue to rile her 
emotions and drive her 
enterprise. She has evolved into 
a  philanthropist, a motivational 
speaker, and author.   

Jillian’s story is heartbreaking, 
shocking and inspirational. 
Ultimately, her memoir shows 
the power of a loving family, 
practical skills fostered through 
education, and rising above 
social stigma and poverty 
through tenacious determination and consideration of others. 

Hear Suzanne Lang in conversation with Jillian Haslam on KRCB’s A Novel Idea, 
podcasting at https://norcalpublicmedia.org/radio-programs/a-novel-idea. 

 

Brook’s Book Pick 

Art and Faith: A Theology of 
Making by Makoto Fujimura 
is a special little book. The 
author skillfully weaves 
together his understanding 
of art with the art of 
understanding God’s creative 
ability since the beginning of 
time. The writer/artist, who 
has been creating for over 
30 years, said he 
“experiences(s) God, my 
Maker, in the studio.”  

Fujimura encourages readers 
to trust their creative 

imaginations to go beyond what is easily consumable, 
like news or produced goods. By deepening our 
experience through creative acts, we can come closer 
to what it means to be a new creation through Jesus 
Christ. In his final chapter entitled Lazarus Culture, 
the author reflects on Lazarus’ resurrection: “Jesus 
chose himself to be with the broken, to suffer for us, 
and our fissures became filled with gold.” Ah, what a 
beautiful image, imbued with God’s forgiving grace 
and love for all humanity.  

A Voice Out of Poverty 



THE JOINT PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE (PNC) was 

approved by the congregations at the congregational 
meetings of each church on August 7th. PNC members 

from Two Rock are Jessica Briggs, Kathy Stroke, Lonnie Wernstrum, and Don White. PNC 
members from Tomales are Amanda Graves, Eric Knudsen, Kathryn LeMieux, and Liz 
Mitchell. We are thankful for these dedicated members for their commitment and service 
to this important task in the legacy of these congregations. 

The PNC has now prayerfully begun their long process of calling a new permanent pastor 
to serve Two Rock and Tomales Churches. Major steps in the process will include defining 
what the congregations are looking for in your next minister, creating a Ministry 
Information Form (MIF) that describes the church’s ministry and pastor job description, 
posting the position into PC(USA)’s Church Leadership Connection (CLC) website search 
program, matching potential candidates, reviewing minsters’ Personal Information Forms 
(PIFs), narrowing down potential candidates, interviewing candidates, listening to a small 
number of candidates preach in a “neutral” pulpit, finalizing discernment on which 
candidate is the best fit with who God is calling to our churches, negotiating terms of call 
and then…calling the new permanent pastor. Phew! It’s a lot of work!  

Remember that their work is done confidentially in order to ensure a smooth process and 
to keep confidential the identities of ministerial candidates who may be considering the 
call to ministry. The Temporary Pastor does not get involved in the work of the PNC so 
that the work of the PNC can be allowed to proceed independently and confidentially. The 
Committee of Ministry (COM) from the Presbytery of the Redwoods will support the PNC in 
their work.  

What can you do to help? Keep the PNC in your prayers as they discern who God is calling 
to these two wonderful small congregations with a long history of working together as 
yoked churches in faithful service to their community.   – Rev. Brook Scott 

Pastor Transition 

Our churches serve the community in so many 
different ways. One way is through our recent 
work with the Committee on the Shelterless (COTS). COTS is a nationally-recognized 
approach to helping the homeless. Based in Petaluma, their programs include the 
provision of “wrap around services” like housing, meals, and support for those 
moving from homelessness into housing. 

In August, the joint congregations generously donated 75 sheet sets, 25 waste 
baskets and 37 pairs of shower sandals for folks moving into tiny homes at COTS’ 
Mary Isaak Center in Petaluma. Diane Morales, Engagement Specialist from COTS, 
was nearly in tears when she saw how much our churches care about the work that 
COTS is doing to help those who were homeless.  

Thank you to both congregations for their generosity, Kathy Stroke & Cliff Stroke for 
organizing the donation drive, Lonnie Wernstrum for her inspiration, and the small 
COTs working group of David & Doreen Coe, Kip Spragens, Barbara Russell-Cambra, 
Lonnie Wernstrum and Kathy Stroke. We have plans to tour the Mary Isaak Center in 
early October to explore ways to help in the kitchen and dining room serving clients.  
– Rev. Brook Scott 

Visit COTS online at https://cots.org  

Ministry Matters 



 Brook’s Bible Treasure Hunt 
(Answers on back page. No peeking! ) 

1. What does Deuteronomy 27:19 say about 
justice? 

a) Not to withhold it from the poor 
b) Not to lead others astray 
c) Not to deprive the alien, the foreigner, or 

the widow of it 
d) Not to withhold it from your neighbor 
e) All of the above 

 

2. Who is the lover of justice in Psalm 99? 

a) The Lord 
b) The people of Israel 
c) The mighty king 
d) The priests, Moses and Aaron 
e) a and c 
f) All of the above 
 

3. Why does God say not to oppress resident 
aliens in Exodus 23:9? 

a) Because they were there illegally 
b) Because they were useful in the fields 
c) Because the Israelites know the heart of 

an alien 
d) Because the Israelites were aliens in the 

land of Egypt 
e) c and d 
f) All of the above 
 

4. For whom does God execute justice according 
to the second pair of tablets in Deuteronomy 
10:18? 

a) The rich 
b) The priests 
c) Orphans and widows 
d) The king 

 

5. What does Ecclesiastes say about oppression 
in 5:8? 

a) It is not surprising 
b) Lower and higher officials participate in it 
c) It is temporary 
d) It is rare 
e) a and b 
f) All of the above 

 

6. Who was Huldah and what did she do in 2 
Chronicles 34:22-28? 

a) A prophet/prophetess 
b) Spoke/declared an oracle/the word of 

God to Hilkiah & the king’s men about 
Judah’s pending disaster  

c) The king’s mistress 
d) a and b  
e) all of the above 

 

7. Which of the following describes Shiphrah and 
Puah in Exodus 1:15-21? 

a) midwives 
b) God fearing 
c) defied the orders of the king 
d) saved the Hebrew boys’ lives 
e) All of the above 

 

8. Who was Orpah in Ruth 1:1-22? 

a) A Moabitess/from Moab 
b) Naomi’s daughter-in-law 
c) A widow 
d) Oprah’s sister 
e) a, b & c 
f) All of the above 

 

9. Tamar in Genesis 38 was which of the 
following? 

a) the wife of Er, Judah’s first son, who died 
b) supposed to bear an heir by Onan, 

Judah’s second-born, who did not 
perform his duty 

c) supposed to marry Shelah, Judah’s third-
born, when he was old enough 

d) disguised herself with a veil and placed 
herself at the entrance to Enaim where 
Judah would be 

e) received Judah’s signet ring as a pledge 
for a kid (baby goat) 

f) going to be burned for becoming 
pregnant by her father-in-law, Judah 

g) gave birth to twins, Perez and Zerah 
h) All of the above 

 

10. Who was Rahab in Joshua 2? 

a) a prostitute who defied orders of the king 
and hid the spies 

b) made the spies promise to protect her 
family from death 

c) helped the spies to escape so they could 
spy on the land, including Jericho 

d) influenced the report that the spies gave 
to Joshua 

e) all of the above 

Bible Study Group 

It’s a Biblical Treasure Hunt 

All are welcome 

Meets Thursdays at 12:30 pm 

at Two Rock.  
Bring a bag lunch. 

To get the treasure hunt questions in advance 

Contact Pastor Brook Scott at brook.scott@icloud.com 



I met with Carl and Helen Graham the other day to find out more about their lives in the mid 
part of last century. It seems so long ago when you put it like that, but as Carl said, “Who 
pressed the fast forward button?” We all know that feeling! 

 

Kathy: So, first of all, I want to say Happy anniversary. How many years is that?  

Helen: 73 years. It was just last week.  

Carl: We were going to be married in the old Two 
Rock Church but about 2 weeks before, the first 
week in July 1949, the army was doing controlled 
burning there in the eucalyptus trees. They thought 
they had it out. That evening the wind came up and 
revived it and burned the whole place down, big 
redwood church, all the way to the ground.   

Helen: I sat outside with my mother and watched 
the church burn down, and I cried and said, “Well, 
there goes my wedding!” But Laing Sibbet, the 
previous pastor at the church and my favorite, 
agreed to marry us in the Methodist church in 
Petaluma. 
 

Kathy: Helen, I believe you grew up right here in 
Two Rock Valley?  

Helen: My dad raised chickens his whole time on the farm. Even as a little girl, I’d go out and help him 
gather the eggs, grade them and wash them. I just loved it and he always praised me, however I did it.  
His chickens were loose. He never had cages.  

Carl: Cages weren’t invented then. He had free range chickens before free range chickens were in style.  

Helen: I didn’t learn anything domestic, like how to cook, but I learned a lot about chickens! 

Carl: So, when we got married Helen wasn’t a good cook, but that was okay because I wasn’t a fussy 
eater! 

Helen: We learned to cook together.  

Helen: When I was a teenager, Russian River was the place to go. My dad would take us up to Monte 
Rio for one day a year and we could swim. But my girlfriends and I, eight of us, stayed with a couple up 
there - one of the girl’s parents - and they cooked and watched us. We had a lot of fun. But I seldom did 
those things because dad needed help on the farm, and I liked helping him.  

Carl: During the war the Russian River was a jumping place because it had big bands that appeared at 
Rio Nido.  
  

Kathy: How did you two meet? 

Carl: We met on a blind date. I was a marine stationed at the supply base in San Francisco. Helen had 
gotten out of high school and had moved in with her sister in San Francisco and her sister got her a job 
at I. Magnin & Co., which was a very exclusive women’s store. Very expensive. $50 handkerchiefs. Her 
superior happened to be married to Sgt Mike and so Sgt Mike told me and my buddy that he’d like us to 
meet this girl. His wife, Libby, said to Helen, “My husband has these two marines. He’d like you to meet 
them.” So, the date was set and Wally and I got to Sgt. Mike’s house ahead. In drove Helen in this ’48 
Chevy convert. We sat at the window, eyeballs popping out I’m sure, and Helen steps out in this black 
satin dress , so we looked out the window and thought “Tall, tanned, young and lovely.” She looked like 
the girl from Ipanema. She came in and we had idle conversation. Finally, we sat down at the table, Sgt. 
Mike serving steak because he wanted to impress us. In those days, you did it with steak. So, Helen’s 
on my left at the table and Wally’s on the other side of her. The sergeant brought out the steaks and 
marines had to put ketchup on everything, so we smothered ours with ketchup. Wally’s pushing down, 
trying to cut his steak, which was a little tough, so he pushed down a bit harder and, toot, the steak 
slipped right off the plate and right into Helen’s lap! I looked over and saw that steak smothered in 
ketchup on that black satin dress. That steak was so big, covered with ketchup, and I just heard Wally 
go, “Whoops!” Helen and I started dating after that and Wally would say, “She would have been dating 
me if it hadn’t been for that steak.” We dated for a while, 3 months, and then decided to get married. 

Helen: He’d come home with me at weekends and my mother taught him how to play canasta.  

Carl: Well, Helen wanted to show me off, you know. 

Focus on the Grahams of Two Rock with Kathy Murphy 



 

Kathy: And how long have you been going to Two Rock Church? 

Carl: Well, Helen is definitely the longest serving member there, definitely. I’ve been going since ‘53 
after the church was rebuilt and after we moved back to the area, having been stationed around the 
country for a few years. I did quite a lot of work on the church with Henry Rankin. He used to be a 
missionary in Borneo and so he knew how to do a lot of stuff. He did all the grounds work and all the 
maintenance inside too. He mowed all the grass with a self-propelled push bar. He was a hard-working 
guy. Henry and Dorothea started the Mariners’ Group which was for young married couples. We had a 
lot of fun. 

Helen: Most of the group were from Tomales - the Thorntons and Mitchells, Leroy and Agnes Mary 
Ericksen and Anna Jensen and her husband, Irvin. 

Carl: Henry was the pastor for quite a long time, twenty years 
or so, and there was quite an active youth group: the Mitchell 
kids, the Ericksen kids, ours, the Rankins - about ten kids. We 
did quite a few trips to Soda Springs for skiing. I took quite a 
few movies of those kids when we went away on the school bus. 
Liz Mitchell was about 12 then.  
 

Kathy: When did you start farming Carl? 

Carl: In 1963 Helen’s father wasn’t well and they decided to 
move to a small house in Petaluma, 

and we moved into the big house with our three kids. A year 
later we bought 8 beef cows with calves. 

Helen: We had to go out and count them all the time, to make 
sure they were still there. 

Carl: I was working during the day and then I’d come back to 
farm cows in the evening. I didn’t know anything about cows 
but I knew I didn’t want to raise chickens!  
 

Kathy: Tell me about your business that you started on the 
farm Helen. 

Helen: We started a craft shop. We both worked in it. Carl 
would work as a carpenter during the day and at night he’d help 
me with the shop. We ran that for 51 years. 

We had a lot of people coming because we held classes and they’d come to the classes from Rohnert 
Park, Santa Rosa, Sebastopol, Petaluma, all over the area. 

Carl: We had 5 or 6 classes a week. On Tuesdays we’d have 3 classes, morning, afternoon and evening 
and each class was 3 hours long. Tuesday was a hard day. 

Helen:  We taught whatever people wanted to learn. My mother was good at crafts and she taught me. 
I hired 2 or 3 artists to teach painting but we also taught macrame, decoupage, jewelry making, 
anything they wanted to know. We made long-time friends with some of them. I loved the craft shop; 
we loved all the people who came.  
 

Kathy: When did you stop farming cattle?  

Carl: When my knees gave in! By then we had over a hundred cows when the cows had calves.  

Helen: And we’d have to go out on the weekends and count them, make sure they were still there! 



This report covers five Two Rock Session 
meetings held in June, July, and August as well 
as the Congregational meeting on August 7th. 
Everything that you see here represents an 
activity that was reviewed, planned, and/or 
approved by Session. 

Session began using a Consent Agenda in June. 
Noncontroversial items that do not require 
discussion are approved in a single motion 
without discussion. These items include weekly 
attendance, approval of minutes, ratification of 
actions taken by email, etc. Other Consent 
Agenda items during this period included noting the passing of Mary Matthias and acceptance of Kay Fish’ 
resignation from our roll. 

Clerk 
Adopted a Community Emergency Relief Fund policy and procedure. 
Elected Session representatives to the 2022 Nominating Committee. 
Scheduled AED/CPR training for Sep 28th. 

Worship 
Approved plans for substitute Pastors, Joint Worship September 4 at Tomales, Bell Choir dates, and all-

Saints Day November 6. 
The Committee of Kathy, Gillian, and Pastor Brook are working on plans for a Choir Director, Pianist,  

and Choir. 
Approved purchase of a replacement Pastor Headset microphone for about $400. 
 

Finance 
Reviewed Quarterly financial reports as prepared by Treasurer Mel Todt for the quarter ended June 30, 

2022. 

Updated responsible individuals, key executives, and authorized signers for our Wells Fargo and Synod 
Custodial Accounts as well as our two Joint accounts with Tomales. 

Agreed to establish a “Percentage Allocation of Joint Expenditures” based on membership numbers 
effective retroactively to July 1, 2022. 2022 numbers are: TOM 28.6% (24 members), TR 71.4% (60 
members). 

Agreed to provide “Sources and Uses of funds” as prepared by Dennis Hansen as additional information to 
the PNC/MIF and, going forward, to include in the Annual Report. 

Agreed to eliminate the “Faith Budget” line from the Income Statement and instead show actual budgeted 
Income, and Expenses. 

Agreed to require two counters for special fund raisers to approve the current procedure for counting 
Sunday Morning plate offerings by single individuals - the Financial Secretaries at Two Rock and 
Tomales. 

Began consideration of designating a “Reserve for Property Expenditures” as a percentage of annual 
income. 

Safe Church Financial Policy – Financial Management Policy. Work has begun on these important policies. 

Property 

Buildings and Grounds maintenance Committee (Kathy Stroke, Gillian Mahrt, Bruce Carrington) 

Completed updating written Position Descriptions, check lists, and safety training for our Custodians 
and Grounds workers. Follow up meetings with staff were held and documented. 

Began getting caught on the huge job landscape spraying. Session approved purchase of bulk spray 
materials. 

Working on an ambitious plan to clean-up the cemetery and the “hollow”. 

Received Session approval to spend $240 for decorative rock around the Sanctuary. 

Front parking lot French drain system. Installed by Don White, David Coe and Rob Balf. Agreed to give a 
$100 thank you to Rob. 

Brittin memorial cabinet. At the request of Mel and Margaret Todt, working on returning this cabinet to the 
Church Building. 

Mission & Outreach 
COTS donation drive conducted in June and July. 

Pedal for Protein. September 11-15. 

Community assistance. After verification of the facts, donated approximately $800 to a woman living in 
Rohnert Park who is disabled. 

 
 

Report from the  

Two Rock Session 



The Kick-off to Summer Concert in June was a 
great hit and very well attended. Much 
appreciation to all the talented musicians who 
donated their time and talents. We collected 
nearly $2500 for the joint church community 
emergency fund. We are planning a “Fall into 
Music” Concert on November 5. This will be a 
fundraiser for necessary repairs and 
improvements for our historic Tomales Church. 

During the month of June and July we 
partnered with Two Rock to collect twin size 
sheets, flip flops and small trash cans for COTS 

to aid in the unhoused transitioning into small homes. 

The Mission Study Committee completed their report and it was approved by Session. On Sunday, 
August 7 we held a congregational meeting to elect candidates for the Pastor Nominating Committee 
(PNC). Our church nominating committee put forth the following candidates: Amanda Graves, Eric 
Knudsen, Kathryn LeMieux and Liz Mitchell. The vote to accept these candidates was unanimous. Thank 
you to these four people for agreeing to serve on the PNC. They will meet soon with the four chosen 
from Two Rock and start the busy process of searching for a new permanent pastor. 

We are looking forward to Tomales’ Founder’s Day and the Tomales Festival on the first Sunday in 
September. There will be a joint worship service in Tomales with Two Rock at 10:00 am. Gary Foster 
and friends’ jazz band will be playing during worship. There will be a celebration in the Tomales 
Community Park beginning at noon. Pastor Brook will be on vacation to attend her daughter’s wedding 
on the east coast. The Rev. Linda Powers will preach that Sunday. 

The Pedal 4 Protein Bicycle ride will take place in early September. The ride will begin and end in 
Arcata, CA. There will be a one day ride later in September in Petaluma. Donations for this worthy 
cause to provide protein to food banks are welcome. 

The Sit and Be Fit chair Exercise has been moved to Thursdays at 10:00 am. All are welcome! 

Fellowship follows worship each Sunday and we celebrate each month’s birthdays on the third Sunday. 
Average Sunday attendance: 

May – 20.75 
June – 17.25 
July – 20.8 

Video of Sunday’s worship can be found on our website and YouTube. 

 Submitted by Clerk Sharon Knudsen 

Report from the  

Tomales Session 

(Two Rock Session Report continued) 

Congregational Care and Fellowship 
Kick-Off to Summer concert was held on June 12th. $2,446 was raised for the Community Emergency 

Relief Fund. 60+ in attendance. 

Fall into Music concert approved for November 5th at Tomales to benefit the Tomales Historic Building 
Maintenance Fund. 

Harvest Festival. Sep 24. 

Trunk O’ Treat. Oct 29. 

Hill ‘N Vale August/September Newsletter to go out the end of August. 

Education & Learning  
Bible Treasure Hunt series was completed in July and August and renewed in September. 

Pastor Transition 
Joint PNC members have been elected. First meeting held on August 15. 

Determined to convene a special joint called meeting in September to establish terms for the renewal of 
Pastor Brook’s Covenant. 

Respectfully submitted by Clerk David Coe on behalf of Bruce Carrington, Gillian Mahrt, Brent Russell, 
and Kathy Stroke. 
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Sunday Worship  

Note transition of worship times as of 

September 11th 2022 

Tomales—9:30 am 

11 Church Street (PO Box 13), Tomales 94971 

Two Rock—11:00 am 

7093 Bodega Ave, Petaluma 94952 See Inside for  
Two Rock Harvest Festival 

Yes! Another Bible Treasure Hunt 

Profile of the Grahams of Two Rock 

Book Reviews 

Fall into Music and more…. 

Email us: trtompc@aol.com 

Call us:  707-762-4924 

Visit online at 

https://tomalespresbyterianchurch.org  

https://tworockvalleypresbyterianchurch.org  

Pastor ’s Office Hours  

Two Rock—Tuesday and Thursday 

10:00am—2:00pm 

Tomales—Tuesday 

2:30pm-4:30pm 

Answers to Bible Treasure Hunt:  

1c, 2e, 3e, 4c, 5e, 6d, 7e, 8e, 9h, 10e 

 Questions created by Rev. Brook Scott  

https://tomalespresbyterianchurch.org
https://tworockvalleypresbyterianchurch.org

